Specific and non-specific skin test reactions with animal dander extract.
Intradermal skin tests have been performed in atopic patients with allergenic extracts of different animal danders at uniform concentration. A high incidence of positive test was recorded which could not be related to the clinical histories, especially with the allergens of horse, cow and dog dander (NR). Better correlation was observed with guinea pig and cat allergens (R). The incidence of NR reactions was highest in the house dust allergy group of patients; with the exception of horse dander allergen, the frequency of R reactions was more pronounced in the grass pollen group. It is suggested that both allergen-specific and non-allergen-specific mechanisms may contribute to positive wheal and flare reactions.